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AMENDMENT TO THE SPECIFICATION 


Please amend the Abstract as follows: 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A secure data broker has been developed, which provides a restricted message 
based data exchange between a client application and a secured information resource by 
allowing registered or verified messages to be brokered across a security barrier. In some 
configurations, both requests and responses are validated and brokered across the security 
barrier. In other configuration, either requests or responses are validated. To support 
validation, messages are formatted in accordance with a predefined message specification 
for at least part of a transaction path between a client application and an information 
resource accessed by the client application. For e xampl e , in on e configuration, incoming 
r e qu e sts from a cli e nt application ar e r e c e iv e d at a proxy that formats a corr e sponding 
r e qu e st m e ssag e and pass e s the formatt e d m e ssag e to a parser for validation against th e 
pr e d e fin e d m e ssag e sp e cification. Typically, pr e d e fin e d messag e sp e cifications ar e 
e ncod e d as a grammar or oth e r fiinctionally d e scriptiv e data r e pr e s e ntation suitabl e for 
dir e cting a pars e r to validat e a formatt e d m e ssag e against a structur e d languag e 
d e finition. M e ssag e sp e cifications ar e typically application and transaction sp e cific, 
although in som e impl e mentations, groups of applications and/or transactions may shar e 
common m e ssag e sp e cifications. In on e configuration, m e ssag e s ar e formatted in 
accordanc e with an e xt e nsibl e Markup Languag e (XML) and m e ssag e sp e cifications ar e 
e ncod e d as Data Typ e D e finitions (DTDs). 
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